
Year 6 SATs parent meeting

Thursday 18th April 2024



What are SATs?

SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) are designed to evaluate children's 
progress throughout years 3-6 and to compare how your child achieves 

against other children of their age.

They are not qualifications and don’t affect your child’s future options 
in school

Remember that this is only for English and Maths.



The tests

We do have examples of papers at the front of the hall – also at https://www.satspapers.org.uk 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 13th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or GPS). 
The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, 
although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time as 
they need to complete the test).
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

This test focuses on:
● Grammatical terms/ word classes;
● Functions of sentences;
● Combining words, phrases and clauses;
● Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
● Punctuation;
● Vocabulary;
● Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer 
formal answers. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions: 
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✓

e.g. Although, while

e.g. Over two thousand years ago, Britain was 
invaded by the Romans.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  
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Reading: Tuesday 14th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 
The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading material 
meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. These could be 
any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole; 
● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
● Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:
Based on text 2: Bats Under the Bridge
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Reading 

Example questions:
3 mark question
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Maths: Wednesday 15th May and Thursday 16th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Wednesday 15th May

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Wednesday 15th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 16th May
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including order of 
operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with decimals and fractions. 

Example questions: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 
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7.800
+ 6.958.
14.758 

     1 14.758

Mental method: 
Count on from 795 to 801

6

48 ÷ 6 = 8

70 + 8 = 78

78

5
8

 = 
10
16

 

10
16

 + 
3

16
 = 

13
16

 13

16



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 15th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 16th May. 
These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well as 
their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of 
mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,
● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
● The four operations;
● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
● Statistics;
● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
● Algebra;
● Ratio and proportion;
● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

17

6   2

24,400



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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The writing expectations



The writing expectations



The Results
The children will receive a scaled score – is not the number of marks 
they achieved. 

A scaled score for a child working at the average level for their age 
group nationally will be 100.

Your child will receive a score for 
English reading, English grammar, 
punctuation and spelling and 
mathematics. They will also receive a 
teacher judgement for their writing. 

Teacher judgement is also used to 
assess science.  



Age Related Expectations

Children who sit the test and achieve the expected standard will be levelled as 
‘Working at the Expected Standard’ (EXS)

Any children who sit the test but do not meet the threshold mark will be deemed 
to be ‘working towards the expected standard’ (WTS).

If a child scores significantly below the threshold, teacher assessment will be used 
where the children is working within the pre-KS2 standards.

We also use teacher assessments to further assess children, especially for those 
who don’t achieve as expected in the formal tests, which we will report to you in 
the end of year reports. We also share this information with secondary schools.  



Higher Attaining Learners

In the past, higher attaining learners were able to sit an additional 
paper but these are no longer offered.

Now, all children take the same papers but they do contain more 
challenging questions which are designed to stretch the higher 
attaining children. 

Any child that exceeds the expected standard is judged to be ‘Working 
at a greater depth with the standard’ (GDS). 



Access Arrangements

All children will sit the tests in a familiar classroom environment and will 
have access to adults who can read questions to them (except in the reading 
test).

Additional Needs

Extra time

Scribe

Reader 

Prompter

 



What happens to the tests and results?

Tests are sent away to be marked – they are scanned and marked 
electronically

Results are published to schools in early July

Results are reported to parents as part of the end of year school 
reports.

Results are passed to secondary schools.



What you can do to help…..

Sleep

Attendance/being on time

Food (Breakfast Club)

Don’t stress

Don’t force children to prepare/revise


